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IAN GODFREY Exhibition 23 MAR - 6 MAY 2019

Image: Lidded Box, 22 x 23 x 6 cms (8 5/8 x 9 1/8 x 2 3/8 inches)

Oxford Ceramics Gallery is proud to present an important exhibition of the work of lan Godfrey, the
first show since Galerie Besson'’s tribute in 2006, and its special display at SOFA Chicago in 2007.

lan Godfrey (1942 - 1992) was one of the most remarkable British potters of the last fifty years, and
as Lucie Rie proudly remarked of her old pupil, he was inimitable. He developed a language which
sought to convey, in thrown and carved bowls, dishes, vases, cups and other forms, a beguiling
imaginative landscape of his own, one which drew on his passion for early art and a wide variety of
ceramics and other objects from across the ancient world. A magpie of the London museums and
flea markets, Godfrey’s highly original sculptural pots were mystical and ritualistic and full of humour,
but showed too a serious archaeological understanding of structures from earlier civilisations. He
was an important part of a sculptural movement in ceramics that emerged from the London art
schools in the 1950s and 60s, one that gave clay a new expressive voice.

This long-awaited show comprises major pieces never seen before in public, surveying work
(including antelope vases, fox boxes, goblets, lidded pots and tea bowls) from right across Godfrey’s
thirty year career. David Whiting, 2018
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The exhibition is being jointly curated by Oxford Ceramics Gallery and David Whiting.

Public Collections including examples of lan Godfrey’s work:
Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge, UK

Victoria & Albert Museum, London, UK

Crafts Council Collection, London, UK

York Art Gallery, York, UK

Aberdeen Art Gallery, Scotland, UK

Paisley Museum and Art Gallery, Scotland, UK

Glasgow Museum and Art Gallery, Scotland, UK

Cleveland Museum, Ohio, USA

Museo Internazionale delle Ceramiche, Faenza, Italy
Museum Boymans-van Beuningen, Rotterdam, The Netherlands

-

From left: Chest of Draws, 14.5 x 23 x 6 cms (5 3/4 x 9 1/8 x 2 3/8 inches); Bracelet, 18 x 5 x 2 cms
(7 1/8 x 2 x 3/4 inches); Antelope Pot (left of image), 13 x 7.5 x 12 cms (5 1/8 x 3 x 4 3/4 inches);
Teapot (Right of image) 8 x 14 x 9 cms (3 1/8 x 5 1/2 x 3 1/2 inches)

The exhibition has been co-curated by Oxford Ceramics Gallery and David Whiting.
Private View: Saturday 23 March, 4-6pm

29 Walton St

Oxford

OX2 6AA
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rachel@oxfordceramics.com
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